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FADOFF Tutorial Series

Input of New Items
to RefDB

Jan Papuga
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Login

Logging in
is a necessary
condition for 
any input of
new data

Newcomers
have to create
the account
first
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RefDB - References

RefDB interface 
is accessible
here

Button available
only after login



RefDB 
Ver A

4/20
Variant I - Manual Input

1.Authors
If some of the

authors is not 
available in 

the database, 

go to slide 7

2.Title

3.Type

4.Next page
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Var 1 - Further Details

Link to the
site, where the
publisher
describes the
item

Check please
only if the link
links to the free
AND OFFICIAL 
download
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Var 1 – Final Check
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7/20 New Authors, Journals, Proceedings

Delete
function 

available for 
the 

administrator

If some of these items is not defined yet, 
use the main interface:

Proceedings

Journals

Authors
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Variant 2 – RIS Record

Example: SpringerLink online database

Use this link
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Variant 2 – RIS Record

Abstract is not 
included in the
database

RIS record:
SpringerLink ~ Reference Manager
ScienceDirect ~ RIS format
Wiley Online Library ~ Reference Manager

The final output

Copy (Ctrl+C)…
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RIS Record Input

… and Paste (Ctrl+C)…

After the Add New Paper button:

Be sure to 
include also 
the terminal 

ER – line

… and press this button
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Phase 1: Check of Authors

For any author not included in the DB yet:

Active listbox of 
currently defined items

Passive list of similar 
names

Retrieved item

• The script does not recognizes some special 
characters

• It shortens first names (second and third 
word)

• If the surname consists of two words (De 
Boer, Joseph), it is misinterpreted: (De B. J.)
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Phase 1: Check of Authors

Revising the input:

Corrected now!

• If the author has already been included in the 
database, this step was skipped

• The same check and input is ran for:
• journal name (Phase 2)
• keywords (Phase 3)
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13/20 Phase 4: Completion and Check
The reference overview is provided for the check:

Check the title: any 
capital letters are 
turned to small except 
for the first one (this 
needn’t be right)

Check please only if the
link links to the free AND 
OFFICIAL download

Keywords
are read from 
the RIS record, 
item KW 
(ScienceDirect, 
Wiley), but 
SpringerLink 
sets to this item 
only journal 
characterization 
– Check it and 
correct it
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14/20 Phase 4: Completion and Check

Keywords
cannot be 
defined 
elsewhere at 
this moment 
(2011-10-07), 
use

Look for similar 
meaning

If you know the keywords:
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Final Overview
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A bit more complex example

RIS record from ScienceDirect:
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Phase 1: Authors

Correct the small ‘h’ letter (otherwise, the 
record was read well thanks to the hyphen 
between both parts of the surname)
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Phase 2: Journals

If the journal name is new to the system:

You can add the usual abbreviation of the 
journal, if you want
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Phase 3: Keywords

• Fix the capital letters in the keywords, if necessary
• Look for the keywords with the same meaning and change the item to it

• hyphen (high-cycle, high cycle)
• plurals (multiaxial method, multiaxial methods)
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20/20 Phase 4: Completion and Check
Check the individual items and run Save References


